Chronic non-neurological toxicity from volatile substance abuse.
1. Most of the evidence for chronic non-neurological toxicity from volatile substance abuse is derived from case reports. 2. Factors important in assessing these reports are the marked variations in exposure conditions and in the composition of the products abused. 3. In a young and otherwise healthy population, any chronic organ toxicity arising from VSA has to be gross in order to become clinically apparent. This may partially explain the relatively low incidence of reporting. 4. Toluene and the chlorinated hydrocarbons 1,1,1-trichloroethane and trichloroethylene can cause permanent damage to the kidney, liver, heart and lung, in certain volatile substance abusers.